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Dear Friend, 

 
With Pride Month upon us, I remember a time at one 

of our local festivals, when a lesbian couple came up to our 

rainbow-flagged booth. Both excited, they shared they had just 

become engaged, to which the entire booth joined in 

congratulations! The women mentioned that they wanted to 

share the news with people who would be friendly.  

 

Although a simple and happy moment, that couple 

demonstrated needs many people in the LGBTQ+ community 

share: recognition, love, support, and access to a community. 

Sandhills PRIDE works at making our community visible to all 

by being a safe place and source of refuge, rainbow banners 

and all. 

  

Today, I am asking you to help support this work toward community and visibility by 

taking part in reaching our Spring goal of $10,000. You might have already received a letter asking 

you to help us reach our goal, and if you have, THANK YOU! Each and every dollar of your 

support will drive our mission and LGBTQ+ voices forward. 

 

There are a couple ways you can help us meet our goal: 

 

 Clicking the green “Donate” button; 

 

  Better yet! Becoming a monthly sustainer, by checking the available box. 

Your support has furthered our efforts with Safe Zone, which engaged school leaders from 

11 different counties last year, have set the stage for continuing further trainings, the next taking 

place in the Fayetteville area. Through the determination of our scholarship team, we have 

identified from several other schools interested in training on how to be allies.  

  

https://sandhillspride.salsalabs.org/donate/index.html
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Speaking of scholarships, the winners are selected! We have some outstanding LGBTQ+ 

young leaders this year: one compassionate recipient faced the challenge of coming out during high 

school and still managed to have a 4.0 GPA, hold a job, and be a successful runner. Yet another 

faced bullying for her identity in middle school, began volunteering for Sandhills PRIDE, led her 

school’s LGBTQ+ student group, and she spearheaded a rule-change at her school so that dress 

codes were more trans-inclusive!  

 

Moreover, we have created new 

opportunities for connection through 

our discussion groups, which carve 

much needed space for people to find 

community, safely ask questions, and 

learn what resources and support 

Sandhills PRIDE can offer.  

 

At the end of our first PRIDE 

Fridays youth group, a mom and her daughter stayed afterward to talk. Tearing up, they 

mentioned how difficult it had been to find a place where her daughter could just be herself – 

where her daughter felt happy and free. This is why we created these groups. We have plans to 

host more events for a greater array of identities, such as groups for LGBTQ+ young adults, men, 

women, students, and more. 

   

You are supporting these stories. You are supporting the creation of space to inspire 

people to be their authentic selves. With your support, we can continue to grow our message of 

spreading love, acceptance, and equality. Please help us take the next step in supporting the 

LGBTQ+ community by donating to Sandhills PRIDE today. Thank you! 

On behalf of our dedicated board and volunteers, 

 

 

 

Michael Bleggi 

Executive Director 

(He/Him/His) 

 

 

Charles Oldham 

Board Chair 

(He/Him/His) 


